Stage directions should be
enclosed in parentheses
and indented from the left
margin. Don't write the
stage direction on the
same line as the dia-
logue—start a new line for
the stage direction, even if
it occurs in the middle of a
character’s dialogue.

Young Playwrights Contest is coming up soon.

/(He takes out his play from his backpack.)
LAURA

|_—> (Frowning, perplexed by her work.)
John, do you know how to format a play in Standard American Format?

JOHN
Mrs. Davis gave me a style sheet we can follow.

» (Takes out the style sheet from his backpack.)
It’s a guide on how to set up your script before you send it to City Theatre.

LAURA
(Her mood brightens. )

Great! | really want to enter my play in the contest. Imagine how exciting it would

Always list the name of the
speaker above his/her dia-
logue. This “character
heading” should be cen-
tered on the page in all
capital letters.







